
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
Indwe Building, Government Boulevard, Riverside Park, Ext. 2, Mbombela, 1200, 
Mpumalanga Province 
Private Bag X11285, Mbombela, 1200, Mpumalanga Province 
Tel l: +27 (13) 766 3429, Fax: +27 (13) 766 3458 

 

 

Litiko Letemphilo Departement van Gesondheid 

 

UmNyango WezeMaphilo 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

TO: ALL MEDIA HOUSES 

DATE: 13 JUNE 2019 

 

MEC FOR HEALTH AND MEC FOR SAFETY, SECURITY AND LIAISON IN MPUMALANGA 

NORMALISE OPERATIONS AT WITBANK HOSPITAL FOLLOWING DOWNING OF TOOLS BY 

HEALTH PROFESSIONALS. 

 
The MEC for Health, Ms Sasekani Manzini and MEC for Safety, Security and Liaison in 

Mpumalanga, Ms Gabisile Shabalala yesterday, Wednesday the 12th of June 2019 normalised 

operations at Witbank Hospital following disruptions which led to health professionals downing 

tools demanding beefed security. 

 
The hospital (Witbank Hospital) got under attack over the weekend in the early hours of the 

morning on the 9th of June 2019. It is alleged that a group of people from a nearby tavern 

entered the hospital promises and started a fight in the hospital premises. It is further alleged 

that the people started the fight at the nearby tavern and some of them got injured. They were 

then taken to the hospital for medical attention and the other group followed them. The fight 

got so bad that even the security personnel could not contain the situation which led to the 

Department to calling the South African Police Service (SAPS) for intervention.   

 

The situation was later contained, however the fight had already proceeded to the hospital 

casualty unit where the nursing staff and doctors were also intimidated by the group of fighters.  

 

The situation has led to the staff at the hospital to fear for their lives, especially when they are 

doing night duty. The staff have consequently downed tools demanding that the security be 

beefed up. The Personnel from Emergency Medical Services have also joined in the strike. 

 



 

 

 

 

On Monday the 11th of June 2019, The Department met with the staff and their union 

representatives to try and find a quick solution to the problem, as operations at the hospital 

were disturbed.    

 

During a meeting held at the hospital yesterday with MEC for Safety and MEC for Health, Ms 

Sasekani Manzini, MEC for Health said “We have resolved that there will be an increase on 

the number of security personnel which brings the total number of security personnel to 20 

per shift. We have also agreed that steel gates for the main gate and the admin gate will soon 

be installed. The procurement processes for such are already underway”. 

 

During the disruptions from Sunday 09 June 2019 to Tuesday the 12th of June 2019, patients 

were taken to nearby hospitals, Middelburg and Impungwe to receive medical care. Those 

who are in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) were kept at the hospital and more health 

professionals were deployed to ensure that these patients are well looked after. To ensure the 

patients safety and that of the health professionals, the South African Police Services have 

agreed to do hourly patrols around the hospital.  “We have deployed our police officers to 

conduct hourly patrols and ensure that they sign a register that we have already put in place 

as proof that they have done their work. We will also ensure that we hunt and arrest all the 

perpetrators that disrupted the hospital on Sunday” said Mpumalanga SAPS Provincial 

Commissioner, General Khehla Zuma.  

 

The Department has already provided counselling for the health professional who were 

affected by the incident over the weekend.  The Department would like to apologise to the 

public for the inconvenience caused and also would like to assure family members of patients 

in the hospital that their safety is guaranteed.  

The Department also wants to urge members of the public to drink responsibly and respect 

health facilities. They are requested not to force their way in and harass health professionals. 

Issued by the Communication Directorate. For any inquiries please contact Mr. Dumisani 

Malamule on 013 766 3802 or 076 317 6360/081 790 6307.  


